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Think about 
some words to 
describe 
children



Are These 
Empowering 
Words? Or are 
they words of 
the past?

Innocent

Fragile

Vulnerable

Needing protection



The 
Construct 

of the 
Child –
Ever-

Evolving

The Child as Empty Vessel (Locke) – the child is seen as as a knowledge, 
identity and culture reproducer – the aim is producing a workforce (the 
focus is not the child in the here and now)

The Child as Innocent (Rousseau) – the child needs protection from a 
corrupt world which is violent and oppressive 

The Scientific Child (Piaget) – the child is seen as an individual without  a 
cultural or social context who develops through natural and 
autonomous processes.

The Child as a Co-Constructor of Knowledge, Identity and Culture 
(Vygotsky and Malaguzzi) – this is the postmodern child – a rich, strong, 
child, capable and autonomous. This is the socially constructed child.



Our Image of 
the Child 
Does Not …
• Consider them as isolated and 

egocentric;
• Consider them as only engaged in 

action with objects;
• Consider them only from the 

cognitive;
• Belittle feelings or what is not 

logical;
• Consider with ambiguity the role 

of the affective domain.

Malaguzzi, 1993



An Image of 
the Child that 
Empowers: The 
Power of 
Powerful 
Words

Mighty

Inventive

Expressive

Rich

Competent

Capable

A Theory 
Builder 

Citizen

Co-
constructor

Connected



According 
to 

Malaguzzi

Our image of the child 
is rich in potential, 
strong, powerful, 
competent, and most 
of all connected to 
adults and other 
children.



Images impact Pedagogy and Curriculum

The fundamental difference between projects and themes rests within 
the image of the child held by those who educate the child. The young 
child, when seen as an empty vessel or tabula rasa by its educational 
institutions, is viewed as needing to reproduce pre-determined 
knowledge. When adults and children engage together, the child is seen 
as a citizen and co-constructor of knowledge (Moss, 2000). Pence (1999) 
suggests when educators see the child and the child’s work as a miniature 
and possibly passive culture producer their view is that the child is an 
empty vessel. 
Those who are in dialogue with the Reggio Emilia Approach see the child 
as having extraordinary strengths and capabilities.


