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How Does
Learning 
Happen?

The term pedagogy refers to the 
process of understanding and 
supporting learning. Pedagogical 
approaches that are “effective for 
children are also key elements of 
learning and engagement for 
families and those who work with 
children; what is good pedagogy for 
children is also good pedagogy for 
adults” (Ontario Ministry of 
Education, 2014, p. 16).



Pedagogical 
approaches 

that nurture 
learning and 
development 
in the early 

years include:

establishing positive, responsive adult-child relationships; 

providing inclusive learning environments and experiences 
that encourage exploration, play, and inquiry; 

engaging as co-learners with children, families/caregivers, 
and others; 

planning and creating environments as a “third teacher”; 

using pedagogical documentation as a means to value, 
discuss, and make learning visible; 

participating in ongoing reflective practice and collaborative 
inquiry with others



Ontario’s 
Pedagogy 

for the Early 
Years

How Does Learning Happen? is 
“intended to support pedagogy and 
curriculum/program development in 
early years programs” (Ontario 
Ministry of Education, 2014, p. 4). 
Pedagogy is a term that “may be 
unfamiliar to some in early years 
settings” (Ontario Ministry of 
Education, 2014, p. 16). It includes 
your philosophy and what you do in 
practice as it relates to your method of 
teaching and the content of what you 
teach (curriculum). 



Philosophy is like Pedagogy
◦ The term philosophy is like the term pedagogy – often 

used but not necessarily understood.

◦ Jones and Shelton (2011) define philosophy as a 
personal clarification and articulation of your 
educational beliefs and values. 

◦ Values are stable long-lasting beliefs about what is 
important.  A belief will develop into a value when there 
is a commitment to it. Your values and beliefs should be 
reflected in your philosophy. Values and beliefs become 
the foundation of practice.



Your 
Philosophy

Your philosophy is your worldview.

Understanding the past gives us a fuller perspective 
upon which to ground our philosophy and build our 
practice as early childhood educators.

Your philosophy includes your educational beliefs and 
values that should be continuously clarified and 
articulated.

Your philosophy defines you as a professional and it 
is reflected in your practice.

Consider this question to think philosophically … 
HOW DO CHILDREN LEARN?



Do children learn 
by being 

instructed?

Do children learn 
by constructing 

their own 
knowledge?

Do children learn 
from adult 
scaffolded 

experiences?

Think about your 
answers and then 
on the next slide 
think about which 
way you would 
prefer to learn?



HOW WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO LEARN TO 

SORT?



IT IS YOUR CHOICE



Instructivism/ 
Behaviourism 

as a 
Philosophical 

Choice

The goals are conformity to 
authority and passivity. Children 
learn by following directions and 
engaging in a prescribed 
program. The educator is the 
keeper of knowledge. The 
educator uses reward and 
punishment to achieve mastery 
of discrete bits of knowledge with 
worksheets and skill and drill 
exercises.



Constructivism/
Progressivism 

as a 
Philosophical 

Choice

The goals are autonomy, 
problem-solving, lifelong learning 
and social responsibility. 
Children learn by being self-
directed, intrinsically motivated 
and actively engaged within the 
environment and with others. 
The educator is a co-learner. The 
educator uses play and guided 
play to achieve joyful learning. 



Constructivism 
is the 

Underpinning 
Philosophy in 

How Does 
Learning 
Happen?

CONSTRUCTIVISM is an educational theory 
that emerged in the 1930s.

Learning involves meaningful experiences for 
autonomous learners.

Stands in contrast to the theory of 
behaviourism where instruction is directed by 
teachers and there is little opportunity for play.

Jean Piaget, John Dewey and Lev Vygotsky are 
constructivist theorists.



John Dewey 
1859-1952

◦ The father of the progressive 
movement
◦ Espoused a less traditional 

approach to learning
◦ Progressivism aligns with 

constructivism
◦ Dewey believed in experiential 

education



GIVE THE PUPILS SOMETHING TO DO, 
NOT SOMETHING TO LEARN; AND THE 

DOING IS OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO 
DEMAND THINKING; LEARNING 

NATURALLY RESULTS.

John Dewey



Jean Piaget 
1896-1980
◦ Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist has 

had an enormous influence on early 
childhood education. 
◦ It is his theories related to constructivism 

that attest to children learning through 
play and discovery. 
◦ Piaget believed that play is the vehicle in 

which they expand their mental abilities.
◦ Piaget was clear that children learn from 

hands-on exploration of their learning 
environment.



TO UNDERSTAND IS 
TO INVENT.

Jean Piaget



Lev Vygotsky 
(1896-1934)
◦ Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky was a social 

constructivist who emphasized the influence of 
culture and society on human development. 

◦ Although he did not live long enough to fully 
articulate his innovative theories or to support 
them with a substantial body of research, his 
influence is still felt today. 

◦ Through the use of scaffolding, which is a tool 
adults use to help children cross their zone of 
proximal development.



IN PLAY, THE CHILD IS ALWAYS 
BEHAVING BEYOND HIS AGE, ABOVE HIS 
USUAL EVERYDAY BEHAVIOUR; IN PLAY 

HE IS, AS IT WERE, A HEAD ABOVE 
HIMSELF.

Lev Vygotsky



CO-LEARNERS = 
CO-CONSTRUCTORS = 

SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION



IT IS 
THROUGH 
OTHERS, 
THAT WE 
BECOME 

OURSELVES ~ 
LEV 

VYGOTSKY



THE BIG QUESTION

Are we the keepers of knowledge or co-learners with 
children, other educators and families?



WHICH WAY WILL YOU GO?

Keeper of Knowledge
Sole Planner of Programs

The Expert
Owns the Curriculum

Co-Learner
Engages with children, planning, participating, 

and learning with the child and about his or 
her questions, theories, and curiosities.

Supports new learning by collaborating with 
children in discovery and sustained, shared 

thinking.



“When educators take a 
purposefully curious 
approach to new experiences 
and ideas rather than acting 
as the expert, children are 
more likely to engage in 
creative problem solving and 
more complex play and 
inquiry” (Ontario Ministry of 
Education, 2014, p. 35).



How Does 
Learning Happen?
Asks educators to be attuned to what 
children know, what they wonder about, and 
their working theories about the world 
around them. Educators engage with, 
observe, and listen to children. They discuss 
with other educators, as well as with 
children and families and caregivers, the 
possibilities for children’s further exploration 
in increasingly complex ways. All are co-
learners, constructing knowledge together 
(Ontario Ministry of Education, 2014, p. 15).



Be Attuned 
To What 
Children 

Know 

◦ Children are competent, capable of complex thinking, 
curious, and rich in potential (Ontario Ministry of Education, 
2014, p. 6).

◦ What do children already know? This is called prior 
knowledge.

◦ If we don't ignite the prior knowledge, we may fall prey to 
what the late Brazilian educational theorist Paulo Freire 
referred to as "the banking concept" in pedagogy -- treating 
children as empty vessels waiting to be filled with the 
knowledge of the teacher (Alber, 2011).

◦ Prior knowledge impacts learning. Information not 
connected with prior experiences will be forgotten. 

◦ In order, for meaningful learning to occur, children construct 
new information into his or her existing mental framework.

◦ Discuss children’s emerging interests with the children, 
families and colleagues.

◦ When children express an interest, document their prior 
knowledge, wonders and theories.



If Children are 
Interested in 
Worms …
◦ Document their prior knowledge 

by asking – what do you know 
about worms?

◦ Document their wonders by 
asking – what do you wonder 
about worms?

◦ Document their theories, for 
example; by asking – what are 
your ideas about how worms eat?



HOW DO TO GO FROM 
KNOWLEDGE KEEPER 

TO KNOWLEDGE 
SEEKER?

Be a Co-Learner



Co-Learners 
are 

Researchers

Who are “learning 
about children, with 
children, and from 
children (Ontario 
Ministry of Education, 
2014, p. 13).



Stay 
in 
Touch!

I love staying connected to early learning professionals!

Find me on Facebook – Diane Kashin

Find me on Twitter - @DianeKashin1

Find my Facebook pages – Technology Rich Inquiry 
Based, Resources to Support Child Development and 
the York Region Nature Collaborative

Email me at: diane.kashin@gmail.com

http://about:0

