
  

ENVIRONMENTS: BASICS AND BEYOND 
ART AREA AUDIT 

The Art Area 
 Is there an array of open-ended 

materials that include a variety of 
paints and brushes, a wide selection 
of paper, drawing tools, clay, wood, 
coloured glass and natural materials 
available to the children? 

 Are the materials accessible to the 
children? 

 Are the materials aesthetically 
arranged? 

 Are children invited to use primary 
coloured paint so that they can create 
their own secondary colours? 

 Are new materials added to stimulate 
interest and creativity? 

 Are there opportunities for 
collaborative art experiences such as 
murals and side-by-side easels? 

 Is the art area situated by a sink and 
on a surface (such as flooring) that is 
easy to clean? 

 Are the tools in working order? 
 Are supplies replenished as 

necessary?    

Art Rich Environments 
 Are there children’s books about art 

and artists available to the 
children? 

 Are art posters on the walls? 
 Are prints of great masterpieces 

and art books available? 
 Is there natural light in the room? 
 Are there plants, flowers and other 

beautiful natural items spread 
throughout the room? 

 Is the children’s artwork 
predominately displayed and 
visible to them? 

 Are art experiences available 
outdoors? 

 Have children visited an art gallery? 
Can you replicate an art gallery in 
the environment with children’s 
work – both 2 and 3 dimensional 
representations? 

 Do the children see themselves as 
artists?   

  Are art experiences available to 
children throughout the day so they 
freely choose when to engage? 

     
 

The Process of Art and the Product. Children’s art is more than the production of something 
recognizable to the adult or a specific product—art is a process. Completing worksheets and cut-
outs is doing without thinking. Art should involve problem-solving, experimentation and 
exploration. Art should help children express their feelings. It is not to have children duplicate 
adult ideas. If you have chosen the experience for the children and you want them to follow 
particular directions in order to produce a particular product, you will spend most of your time 
reminding them about the instructions. In the end, you may be disappointed with the results and 
resort to trying to fix their creations in order to duplicate the craft. Children require the freedom 
to engage in appropriate art process experiences that are fluid in nature. This will lead them to 
intertwine art, play, and real-life experiences. 

 



 

Strategies for Helping Children Develop 
Self-Regulation in the Creative Arts

Examine the space available in the art area 
and determine the ideal number of 

children for the space at any one time.

Guide children on 
the use of an 

artist's smock and 
how to care for 

materials

Encourage children 
to share and 

conserve materials

Identify the general 
rules that children 

practise while 
using art materials 

Role model for 
children how to 

maintain a tidy art 
area


